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Philyra verrucosa was established as a new species by Henderson in 1893 and later 
recorded by Alcock in 1896. As far as we know the species has not been found since 
then and its known distribution is "12 adults (male and female) from off Puri, 10 
fathoms, from Madras, and from Karachi." (Alcock, 1896:241). Alcock states further 
that the specimens are housed in the Indian Museum. 
A ~ale specimen of P. venucosa was collected from mangroves near Karachi on 24 
February, 1987. The carapace is more or less oval being 10 mm long and 11 mm 
broad. The chelipeds are twice the length of the specimen, measuring 20 mm. It is 
housed in the Marine Reference Collection Centre. 
The specimen agrees quite well with the features given by Alcock (1896), a brief 
description of the Pakistani specimen is given below. 
The carapace (Fig.lA) is more or less oval with conspicuous branchial regions. The 
entire surface of the carapace, except the front is covered with 'bead-like granules'. A 
large bean-shaped granule in the middle of the dorsum appears to be a characteristics 
feature of th€ species. The front (Fig. lA') is smooth and bilobed. As mentioned for 
P. scabriuscala Fabricius, 1798, the epistome and the pterygostomian region project 
well beyond the front. 
The eyes are small, the orbital margin is crenulate, the outer orbital angle is distinct, 
tooth-like. 
As on the dorsum the ventral surface also has granules, except the abdomen (Fig. 
1B) which has granules near the proximal margin, arranged in transverse rows. 
The third maxilliped (Fig. lC) has a broad, triangular exopod covered with granules, 
the endopodite is with scattered granules. 
The chelipeds are equal, being twice the length of carapace. Each has the merus 
with well developed granules, concentrated near the margins, the carapace and the 
palm are with small, sparse granules, the palm is 5 mm long and 3.2 mm wide, the fin-
gers are pointed, their cutting edges are toothed (Fig.1D). 
The walking legs are long, slender and smooth; the inner margin of first and second 
legs are with small teeth. 
The gonopods (Fig. lE) are long, whip-like, each with a sinuous, finely pointed 
distal piece. 
COLOUR: 
White. 
HABITS AND HABITATS: 
The specimen was collected from sandy bottom of a narrow channel in man-
groves of Clifton area (24°49'N; 57°02'E). 
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Fig.l. Philyra venucosa Henderson, 1893. male, cl.10 mm, cb.11 mm. A. specimen in 
dorsal view, A'. part of carapace further enlarged, B. abdomen, C. left third 
maxilliped, D. fingers of left chela, E. gonopod. 
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